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It is an honor to nominate Dr. Henry Webb for the 2026 NASS Excellence Award in Technology & AI. In an era where artificial intelligence is often viewed with hesitation, Dr. Webb has positioned our district as a national leader by embracing AI as a catalyst for equity, efficiency, and academic excellence. His visionary leadership ensures that our schools aren’t just keeping pace with change; they are defining it.
Dr. Webb’s most significant achievement this year has been the comprehensive rollout of MagicSchool AI across the entire district. Recognizing the immense burden of administrative tasks on educators, he didn't just suggest the tool; he institutionalized it. By providing access to both staff and students, he has fundamentally changed the classroom dynamic: teachers are utilizing AI to generate differentiated lesson plans, IEP suggestions, and rubric builders in seconds, reclaiming hours of personal time and focusing more on 1-on-1 student mentorship. Under Dr. Webb’s guidance, students use the platform to develop AI literacy, learning how to use these tools ethically as "co-pilots" for brainstorming and critical thinking.
Beyond the classroom, Dr. Webb is redefining district management through his use of NotebookLM. By leveraging this advanced AI tool to synthesize vast amounts of district data—from policy manuals to strategic plans—he has streamlined decision-making. His ability to instantly query district documents allows for high-level oversight that is both data-driven and incredibly agile. This proactive use of technology has turned "big data" into actionable insights that directly improve student outcomes and operational efficiency.
Dr. Webb understands that tools are only as effective as the people using them. He has spearheaded a "Future-Ready" initiative, ensuring that 100% of district staff receive ongoing, high-quality training in AI. His philosophy is clear: AI should not replace the human element of education but amplify it. By demystifying technology through hands-on workshops and transparent policy-making, he has built a culture of trust and innovation. Dr. Webb doesn't just look at what technology does today; he prepares our entire community for what it will do tomorrow. He has moved AI from a 'novelty' to a 'necessity' in our district.
In summary, Dr. Henry Webb’s leadership is the gold standard for modern district management. Through his strategic implementation of MagicSchool and NotebookLM, he has: reduced teacher burnout by automating routine tasks, bridged the digital divide by giving every student access to AI tools and modernized district operations through sophisticated data synthesis. Dr. Webb is a true pioneer, and his work serves as a blueprint for districts nationwide. Thank you for your consideration as he is most deserving of the NASS Excellence Award for Technology & AI.
Respectfully, Jessica Dykes, Director of Public Information for the Kenton County School District
