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 MICHELLE CURRY NAMED FINALIST FOR SUPERINTENDENT OF THE YEAR 

 
Orting School District superintendent is recognized as outstanding educational leader. 

 

     Superintendent Michelle Curry has been named a Semi-Finalist for the 2012 National Superintendent of 

the Year award by the National Association of School Superintendents (NASS).  Curry is Superintendent 

of the Orting School District in Orting, Washington. 

     The decision was announced Monday, July 9, at the NASS offices in Newport Beach, California. The 

selection of a National Superintendent   of the Year is based on three primary criteria: 

 

* Outstanding achievement as a school district superintendent, 

* Demonstrated belief in continuous improvement, and 

* Commitment to collaboration and mutual support in the profession. 

 

     Some of Curry’s many achievements include development of a K-5 standards-based report card, 

initiating an all-day kindergarten class, establishing the Orting School District Instructional Council, and 

implementing Friday collaboration days as a district-wide strategy that is already producing significant 

results. 

     Michelle Curry is widely respected and appreciated in her school community, and she has developed a 

reputation as a leader with a clear commitment to social justice. She is praised for bringing ethnicities 

together and promoting authentic communication and shared support for the school district. Curry is also 

described as a strong instructional leader who has introduced cutting-edge teaching strategies into her 

schools. 

     NASS Executive Director Dr. Theresa Daem said Curry represents what educational leaders need to be 

today. "It is clear that our country's educational system faces tremendous challenges and is in need of 

dynamic and continuously improving leadership.” According to Daem, there simply is not one simple “Fix” 

for education. “The real answer is leveraging the collective know-how of stellar district superintendents 

like Michelle Curry. We are very proud to have her as an active member, and we are anticipating many 

valuable contributions to the profession,” she added.   

     Other semi-finalists include Mike Richie of Eagle River, Wisconsin; Kathryn Fedina of Saddle Brook, 

New Jersey, Reza Namin of Spencer, Massachusetts, John Roach of Superintendent of Carlsbad, California, 

and Brett Stanton of Tallapoosa, Georgia. 

     The National Association of School Superintendents serves the unique needs of the more than 17,000 

school district leaders across the United States by providing them with ongoing opportunities for 

collaborating and sharing as well as building a collection of resources and benefits. Its website address is 

NASS.us . 
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If you would like more information about the topic, or to schedule an interview with Theresa Daem, please 

send an email to theresa@nass.us 
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