"It is my privilege to nominate Dr. Brian Breeden, Superintendent of the Clever R-V School District, for the NASS Excellence Award in Power Leadership. Dr. Breeden exemplifies outstanding leadership in a small district setting through his vision, versatility, and unwavering commitment to student success, staff support, and community trust.

Since his appointment in November 2021, Dr. Breeden has led with a hands-on, solutions-oriented approach that reflects deep institutional knowledge and forward-thinking leadership. Having served the Clever district in numerous roles, including teacher, coach, activities director, vice principal, Director of Federal Programs, and Director of Operations, he brings a comprehensive understanding of district needs and leverages that experience to drive meaningful, systemwide improvement.

Dr. Breeden’s leadership is marked by his ability to maximize impact within the unique constraints and opportunities of a district serving fewer than 2,500 students. He has successfully led efforts to secure and implement a $4.95 million bond measure passed in 2024, resulting in expanded classroom space, enhanced safety features, and the restoration of valuable programs such as Family and Consumer Sciences. These improvements reflect his commitment to creating safe, modern learning environments that support both academic and personal growth.

In addition, Dr. Breeden demonstrated exceptional fiscal and strategic leadership by successfully passing a no-tax-increase levy transfer in April 2026. By reallocating existing resources to better support operational needs, including classrooms, security, and infrastructure, he ensured that the district could continue to improve without increasing the burden on taxpayers. This achievement highlights his ability to build community trust while making thoughtful, student-centered financial decisions.

Safety and communication are central to Dr. Breeden’s leadership. He has prioritized clear, consistent communication with families and staff, particularly during critical situations such as severe weather events, ensuring that student and staff well-being remains the district’s top priority. His visible leadership, including participation in milestones such as new facility openings, reinforces a culture of transparency and connection across the community.

Dr. Breeden’s impact has not gone unnoticed. In 2024, he was honored with the Emerging Superintendent Award by the Missouri Association of School Administrators, recognizing his measurable contributions and strong leadership early in his tenure.

Dr. Brian Breeden embodies the essence of Power Leadership, demonstrating that in a small district, strong relationships, strategic thinking, and decisive action can produce extraordinary results. His leadership continues to position Clever R-V School District for sustained success, making him exceptionally deserving of this recognition.

Sincerely, 
Gearl Loden, Ph.D.
Superintendent, Nixa Public Schools"
