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Dr. Matthew J. Link has demonstrated outstanding leadership as Superintendent of the Northern Lehigh School District through a vision that extends beyond the traditional boundaries of a single district. Since 2018, he has led Northern Lehigh with a focus on relationship-building, innovation, and capacity-building, overseeing all district operations for approximately 250 employees and more than 1,500 students. His leadership reflects both strategic insight and a deep commitment to student success across the Lehigh Valley and beyond.
Dr. Link’s academic preparation and professional credentials underscore his commitment to educational excellence. He earned a Certificate in Advanced Education Leadership at the Harvard Graduate School of Education. He holds an Ed.D. in Leadership and Learning in Organizations from Vanderbilt University, where his capstone emphasized engagement, feedback, and organizational improvement. He also holds a Superintendent Letter of Eligibility and is a Nationally Certified Superintendent through PASA-AASA. Together, these credentials reflect a leader committed to continuous growth and modern, responsive leadership.
Throughout his career, Dr. Link has built a strong foundation in educational leadership through service in multiple roles, including Assistant Superintendent and Director of Special Education in the Kutztown Area School District. These experiences strengthened his expertise in student services, curriculum, special education, and professional development, all of which inform his effective leadership today.
A hallmark of Dr. Link’s leadership is his ability to establish and sustain cooperative relationships with other educational agencies. As Superintendent of Record for Lehigh Career and Technical Institute (LCTI), he serves as a critical connector among the Executive Director, Joint Operating Committee, and superintendents of the sending districts. In this role, he has helped strengthen alignment between career and technical education and traditional academic pathways, expanding opportunities for students and better preparing them for college, careers, and life beyond high school.
Dr. Link’s collaborative leadership also extends to numerous professional and community organizations. He is actively involved with the Centennial School of Lehigh University, the Lehigh University College of Education School Study Council, the Greater Northern Lehigh Chamber of Commerce, and the Education Research & Development Institute. In each of these spaces, he brings people together around a common goal: improving educational outcomes for students and communities.
His advocacy work further reflects his influence and service. Dr. Link represents Lehigh County school districts on the PASA Legislative Committee, where he advances public education priorities and advocates for the collective needs of students, educators, and families. He also serves on the PASA Elections Committee, contributing to a process rooted in peer recognition and professional integrity. At the state and national levels, he has advocated for the continuation of the Community Eligibility Provision to ensure students have access to meals and for the preservation of Head Start funding to support early childhood education.
Dr. Link has also contributed to educational program development through service as a reviewer for the Public School Districts’ Opioid Recovery Trust, helping determine grant recipients and supporting school-community recovery efforts. Across every role, Dr. Link exemplifies visionary, collaborative, and student-centered leadership, making him a highly deserving nominee for Power Leadership <2500.
