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Dr. Jackie Kapushion is nominated for the Power Leadership Award for her leadership in creating a "culture of showcasing" that has positioned St. Vrain Valley Schools as a national epicenter for educational innovation. As Superintendent, Dr. Kapushion has refined a model of leadership that utilizes the district’s instructional and technological assets to influence the national K-12 landscape.
A hallmark of her approach is "leading through showcasing." Under her direction, St. Vrain hosts hundreds of educators and industry leaders annually through the National Leadership Innovation Summit and specialized district tours. These events provide immersive experiences where visitors observe the high-fidelity integration of STEM, P-TECH, and Career and Technical Education (CTE) within the district’s Innovation Center and classrooms. Dr. Kapushion has built the operational systems that allow these showcases to occur with high frequency, turning the district into a living laboratory for school leaders across the country.
Dr. Kapushion’s effectiveness is rooted in her ability to foster deep partnerships with global technology leaders and local stakeholders. She has been instrumental in the expansion of the St. Vrain Innovation Center, which features specialized labs for aeronautics, cybersecurity, and virtual reality. Her leadership ensures that these advanced learning environments are accessible to all students, creating equitable pathways to high-demand careers.
Her tenure is marked by a focus on "scaling excellence." By systematizing innovation, she ensures that cutting-edge programs are embedded across the district’s 55+ schools rather than remaining isolated pilots. Dr. Kapushion’s ability to balance large-scale operational complexity with a focus on individual student success makes her an exemplary "Power Leader." She successfully manages the growth of a top-tier district while maintaining a clear focus on community engagement and future-ready student outcomes."
