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Dr. Barnes is not only a district leader but also a statewide advocate for public education. In 2025, he was elected President of the Buckeye Association of School Administrators (BASA), where he has amplified his impact by championing advocacy for all children, promoting professional growth for educators, and fostering collaboration across Ohio’s education landscape. Under his guidance, the association has emphasized increasing support for educators, advancing instructional leadership, and advocating for systemic policies that support student and staff success statewide.
Dr. Barnes also leads by building trust and partnership throughout the Mayfield community. When he returned as superintendent, he was faced with bridging divides and restoring confidence. He implemented a thoughtful 100-day plan and the “four anchors of trust” framework to engage families, staff, and stakeholders in active dialogue and shared purpose. Through these efforts, he has strengthened community connections, deepened stakeholder engagement, and ensured that district decisions reflect the voices and priorities of those they serve.
Beyond his district and state leadership roles, Dr. Barnes contributes to the broader educational ecosystem as an adjunct professor and thought leader. He recently authored Winning: Lessons on Life, Learning, and Leadership as well as The Modern Superintendent: A Guide to Instructional Leadership, offering insights and guidance to current and aspiring educational leaders navigating the challenges of contemporary schooling.
In every role, Dr. Barnes demonstrates unwavering leadership, compassion, and a deep commitment to excellence—not only for students and staff within Mayfield City Schools but for educators and learners across Ohio. His strategic vision, inclusive leadership style, and authentic engagement make him exceedingly deserving of the Power Leadership Award.

