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 CEDERICK ELLIS NAMED RUNNER-UP 2015 SUPERINTENDENT OF THE YEAR 
 

McComb superintendent honored for extraordinary leadership 
 

     Cederick L. Ellis, has been named Runner-Up 2015 Superintendent of the Year by the National 

Association of School Superintendents (NASS).  Ellis serves as Superintendent of the McComb School 

District in McComb, Mississippi. The decision was announced Wednesday, July 15, at the NASS offices in 

Newport Beach, California.  

     Associate Executive Director and Selection Committee Chairperson Patricia Beaver described Ellis as “an 

ardent, results-oriented professional creating an enduring, student-centered system”. 

     Under his leadership, the McComb district avoided state take-over of its high school and restored its 

independent status and rank. Ellis is also credited with launching a Teaching and Learning Center centered 

on providing each student an individual success plan as well as earning broad-based community support for 

student achievement. He is widely appreciated for his passion for learning, his strong work-ethic, and his 

gracious inter-personal skills.  The McComb staff describes him as “a great boss”.  

     NASS Executive Director Dr. Theresa Daem said, “It’s truly an honor to celebrate such outstanding 

leadership.” According to Daem, there is a critical need to recognize and support successful superintendents 

as well as involve them in policy decisions across local, state and national levels. “Dr. Ellis is a prime 

example of the optimal leadership needed to provide the best possible education for our kids.” She added, “If 

we are truly committed to advancing our country’s education programs, we must capitalize on the combined 

knowledge and expertise of exceptional school district superintendents like Cederick.”   

    Katrise Perera, Isle of Wight County Schools, Smithfield, Virginia, was named Superintendent of the 

Year.  Finalists include Lisa Harrod, Manteno Community Unit District No. 5, Manteno, Illinois; Michael 

Lubelfeld, Deerfield Public Schools No. 109, Deerfield, Illinois; and Klint W. Willert, Brainerd Public 

Schools, Brainerd, Minnesota. 

     NASS recognitions are based on evidence of outstanding achievement as a school district superintendent, 

demonstrated belief in continuous improvement, and commitment to collaboration and mutual support in the 

profession. 

     The National Association of School Superintendents serves the unique needs of the more than 17,000 

school district leaders across the country by providing them with ongoing opportunities for collaborating and 

sharing as well as building a collection of resources and benefits. Its website address is NASS.us . 
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For more information visit www.nass.us.  To schedule an interview with Theresa Daem, send an email to 

tdaem@nass.us . 
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