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Thomas Scarice, Superintendent of Westport Public Schools, is nominated for the Technology & AI Award for his visionary leadership in integrating artificial intelligence into the K-12 landscape. His approach, summarized by the guiding principle "AI-Powered, Human-Centered," provides a national model for how districts can adopt emerging technologies to amplify human potential rather than replace it.
Under Superintendent Scarice’s direction, Westport Public Schools developed a comprehensive AI Strategic Plan and a pioneering AI Code of Ethics. These foundational documents establish clear ethical guardrails for student safety, privacy, and transparency. Rather than reacting to technological shifts, Scarice has proactively positioned the district as an "architect of the pathway forward."  This includes a district-wide AI Literacy Framework that introduces age-appropriate AI competencies for students starting in kindergarten, ensuring they are prepared to lead in an AI-driven world with creativity and ethical purpose.
A significant achievement of his leadership is the district's participation in a high-profile state AI pilot program.  Through this initiative, Westport has tested advanced AI tools to personalize learning at scale and reduce administrative burdens on educators. In one notable application, sixth-grade students utilized AI to create and debate digital historical characters, moving beyond memorization to high-level critical inquiry.  Scarice advocates for using AI to "re-humanize" education by automating routine tasks, thereby freeing teachers to focus on deep mentorship and student well-being.
Scarice is also a prolific voice in the national conversation on educational technology. He frequently speaks on the "strategic pivot" required for schools to remain relevant, comparing the impact of AI to the invention of the printing press. His leadership extends to a "Screen Time Audit," an intentional effort to balance the power of digital tools with the necessity of face-to-face human connection.  This balanced perspective ensures that technology serves the district’s broader mission of fostering "brilliantly human" students who can think, adapt, and lead.
By merging sophisticated technological integration with a steadfast commitment to the humanities, Thomas Scarice has transformed Westport Public Schools into a center for innovation.  His work demonstrates that with the right leadership, AI can be a catalyst for deeper learning, instructional efficiency, and systemic excellence.

