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 KATRISE PERERA NAMED 2015 SUPERINTENDENT OF THE YEAR 
 

Isle of Wight superintendent honored for extraordinary leadership 
 

     Dr. Katrise Perera has been chosen 2015 Superintendent of the Year by the National Association of 

School Superintendents (NASS).  Perera served as Superintendent of the Isle of Wight County Schools until 

July 1 of this year. The decision was announced Wednesday, July 15, at the NASS offices in Newport Beach, 

California.  

     Perera is widely recognized for her unwavering resolve and her dedication to excellence. Associate 

Executive Director and Selection Panel Chairperson Patricia Beaver describes Perera as an “an indomitable 

crusader leveraging teamwork to found a progressive global learning environment”. 

     Under her leadership, Isle of Wight developed and implemented a student-centered strategic plan based 

on a Framework for Excellence. As a result of her focus on instituting best practices, applying real world 

relevance and developing genuinely meaningful relationships, the district’s ranking shot up to 15th of 134 

and the graduation rate rose to 93%, which is well above the state average. 

     Her passion for delivering quality education has not been limited to the children in Isle of Wight County. 

She actively contributes to the success of her colleagues and her profession at local, state and national levels. 

She is a prominent member of the American Association of School Administrators (AASA) and a principal 

member of #Suptchat, a monthly Twitter conversation dealing with relevant, timely, and inspiring 

professional development. Most recently she accepted an invitation to serve on the 2015-2016 NASS 

Executive Committee.  

     NASS Executive Director Dr. Theresa Daem said, “It’s truly an honor to celebrate such outstanding 

leadership.” According to Daem, there is a critical need to recognize and support successful superintendents 

as well as involve them in policy decisions across local, state and national levels. “Dr. Perera is a prime 

example of the optimal leadership necessary to provide the best education for our kids.” She added, “If we 

are truly committed to advancing our country’s education programs, we must capitalize on the combined 

knowledge and expertise of exceptional school superintendents like Katrise.”   

     Cederick L. Ellis, McComb School District, McComb, Mississippi was named Runner-Up.  Finalists 

include Lisa Harrod, Manteno Community Unit District No. 5, Manteno, Illinois; Michael Lubelfeld, 

Deerfield Public Schools No. 109, Deerfield, Illinois; and Klint W. Willert, Brainerd Public Schools, 

Brainerd, Minnesota. 

     NASS recognitions are based on evidence of outstanding achievement as a school district superintendent, 

demonstrated belief in continuous improvement, and commitment to collaboration and mutual support in the 

profession. 

     The National Association of School Superintendents serves the unique needs of the more than 17,000 

school district leaders across the country by providing them with ongoing opportunities for collaborating and 

sharing as well as building a collection of resources and benefits. Its website address is NASS.us . 
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For more information visit www.nass.us.  To schedule an interview with Theresa Daem, send an email to 

tdaem@nass.us . 
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