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Harlan Ptomey has exemplified “Power Leadership” as Superintendent of Cedar Bluffs Public School District since 2012, transforming a small rural school into a model of innovation, growth, and community impact. Under his leadership, enrollment has more than doubled—from 212 to over 500 students—while maintaining a strong culture of high expectations and student-centered learning.
Mr. Ptomey’s leadership is defined by action and results. He has secured more than $7 million in grants, expanded programming, and ensured long-term financial stability by reducing the district levy from $1.20 to $0.84 through transparent and responsible stewardship.  He has also led the development of over 60,000 square feet of new facilities—including a gymnasium, career academy, wellness center, and vocational spaces—while creatively leveraging bonds, grants, and partnerships to maximize impact without overburdening taxpayers.
A visionary in workforce development, Mr. Ptomey led Cedar Bluffs to become the first school under 500 students in Nebraska to earn Chapter 47 Career Academy accreditation. This academy now hosts one of the largest school-to-career expos in the state, connecting students directly to career pathways and employers. His commitment to preparing students for life beyond graduation is both innovative and measurable.
Recognizing the importance of early childhood education long before it became a statewide priority, Mr. Ptomey established two accredited preschool classrooms and an on-site birth-to-three daycare. These programs are now in such high demand that they maintain extensive waiting lists, reflecting both quality and community trust.
Beyond the school, Mr. Ptomey has strengthened the entire Cedar Bluffs community. He led an economic development initiative that resulted in a $462,500 housing rehabilitation grant and spurred local housing growth. He also founded a school foundation that supports scholarships and community engagement, and he developed a community wellness center that serves both students and residents.
His leadership extends to civic engagement and global influence. He has hosted state senators in student-led forums, empowering students to engage in the democratic process. Nationally and internationally recognized, he was selected as a Fulbright Global Leader, studying educational systems in Finland and bringing those insights back to Nebraska.
Mr. Ptomey’s ability to see opportunities, mobilize people, and deliver results sets him apart. He is a creative, driven leader who not only envisions what a rural school can become—but makes it happen. His impact on students, staff, and community embodies the very definition of excellence in superintendent leadership.

